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SWCD...established to promote the conservation and wise use of our county’s natural resources

MARCELLUS SHALE: THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UNKNOWN
LESSONS LEARNED FROM BRADFORD COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA

An educational seminar on natural gas exploration is scheduled for
Monday April 11th, from 7pm to 9pm at the New York State Grange
Headquarters in Cortland, NY. The seminar will focus on the issues
associated with natural gas production in shale formations and lessons
learned by our neighbors in northern Pennsylvania (PA).

With over 400 wells, Bradford County, PA is considered to be at the
forefront of development in the Marcellus shale “natural gas play”. When
the race for natural gas development in shale formations came to PA, the
State and Bradford County were not as prepared as they would like to have
been. The PA Department of Environmental Protection was quick to issue
permits for extracting gas through the use of horizontal hydrofracturing.
Horizontal hydrofracturing brought a wide range of opportunities and
Impacts to the local communities.

With the current moratorium on horizontal hydrofracturing in New
York State, local communities have an opportunity to hear firsthand what is
happening in northern PA in order to be better prepared for natural gas
development, should it come here. With over 30 years of experience at the
Bradford County Conservation District, Manager Mike Lovegreen knows
every nook and cranny of his county and has seen firsthand the impact this
industry can have on small rural communities. Mike will be discussing his
experiences relating to the natural gas industry and what the Conservation
District and local municipalities roles are regarding issues such as water
guality monitoring, roads, economic development, etc. He will discuss the
Importance of maintaining a good working relationship between local
government, the gas industry and the community. All landowners, local
officials and community members are invited to attend this informational
seminar focusing on Bradford County’s experiences with the natural gas
boom of recent years.

This seminar is sponsored by the Cortland County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) and is free and open to the public. If you have
any questions about the seminar or any of the services or programs provided
by the SWCD please call 607-756-5991 or visit the SWCD website at
www.cortlandswcd.org.
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